
 
 

NEXT MEETING 

FOURTH OF JULY DAY LUNCHEON   
Saturday July 4, 2015 

 
12:30 P.M. 

 

PALACE HOTEL  
 

2 New Montgomery Street, San Francisco 

 

Reserve your seat now by e-mailing Vice President Frank Helm, 

fhelmortho@aol.com.  

 
 

================================================================== 

 

 

A Message from the President 

Greetings Compatriot 

There are two holidays each year that have a 

special place in American life.  

One is Thanksgiving, my favorite holiday for a 

number of reasons. It is uniquely American, it 

is a day to spend time at home with family and 

friends, and it is a day to literally give thanks 

for our good fortune in this country.   

The other holiday that belongs solely to our nation is 

coming up in a few days and it is certainly fitting to reflect 
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on it in Sons of the American Revolution. July 4th, 

Independence Day, is at the very core of what S.A.R. is all 

about. For those of us in this lineage society, July 4th must 

be about much more than baseball, fireworks, and hotdogs.   

The very essence of what S.A.R. honors, its DNA, is forged in 

the brave struggle by our forefathers to found a new nation 

free of tyranny, one governed by laws and individual rights.  

Each one of us can trace our heritage back to those who stood 

against the British Crown and defied the most powerful 

nation on the face of the Earth with no certainty at all about 

the eventual outcome. They took incalculable risks and, as a 

consequence of their defiance and sacrifice, we are here 

today- living beneficiaries of a group of people who put it 

all on the line with no guarantee that the outcome would be 

favorable. In fact, for many of those who declared 

independence and then fought for it in the towns and fields 

of a new land it was personally tragic— losing their 

livelihoods and often their lives. 

So, while we enjoy our baseball games, hotdogs, and the 

fireworks, let us appreciate why we are able to have those 

things to enjoy every fourth day in July. 

Happy July 4th compatriots, 

Dan 

 
 
============================================================= 

 
 
 
 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT FOR A JULY 4th TO REMEMBER!  

 

Join President Dan Ashley for noon lunch on July 4, 2015 at San 

Francisco’s Palace Hotel where Sam Adams’ grandson and other 

compatriots founded the Sons of the American Revolution on July 4, 

1876.  

 



 

 

Reserve your seat now by e-mailing Vice President Frank Helm, 

fhelmortho@aol.com.  

 

We’ll celebrate the 139th anniversary of SAR’s founding at the grand old 

hotel where our organization, then known as Sons of Revolutionary Sires, 

was formed. Thus SAR’s founding chapter was established by 

Revolutionary warriors’ descendants who had met to plan the city’s 

parade marking the centennial of the Declaration of Independence. 

Among them were J. M. Adams, then age 62, grandson of Sam Adams, 

survivor of the Boston Massacre, and leader of committees of 

correspondence that united patriots in the 13 colonies. Also, another 

Massachusetts Adams, Amos Adams, 57, who became president of the 

new organization’s Historic Council. The 99 founding members of SAR 

also included A. M. Winn (grandson of William Winn of Maryland), 

who at age 66 was elected first president of SAR’s founding group, and 

James L. Cogswell, 34, grandson of Amos Cogswell of Connecticut.  

 

Built in 1875, the Palace was renovated in 1989-91 and again in 2015. A 

plaque commemorating SAR’s founding was lost during the 1989-91 

renovation. Let’s lunch together on July 4, 2015 to celebrate the July 4, 

1776 founding of our Nation, the July 4, 1876 founding of SAR, and new 

ideas for a commemorative plaque!  

 

The Palace Hotel is located at 2 New Montgomery Street, corner of 

Market Street, the Palace offers valet parking. Streetcars on the Muni 

system’s F-line stop on Market at New Montgomery. Cash fare is $1 for 

seniors and disabled, $2.25 for other adults on the historic streetcars.  
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WREATHS, SILVER HELMETS, WARS PAST, COLLEGE 

PLANS  

 

SFSAR Color Guard Bob Ebert and Silicon Valley SAR’s Terry Briggs 

presented wreaths at the Presidio cemetery on Memorial Day 2015 with 

ribbons for American bloodshed in World War II and the Vietnam War. 

Chancellor Mike Phelps organized SFSAR participation in the National 

Cemetery observances that included Compatriots Ed Sebree, Mark 

Rose, Jeff Harrison, Tony Bothwell Sr. and guests from CASSAR 

Ladies Auxiliary and local DAR chapters. After the Presidio ceremonies, 

President Dan Ashley chaired a meeting at Il Fornaio restaurant for 

SFSAR members and guests including a DAR member from France. 

 

At the May Il Fornaio Luncheon, President Dan called for a moment of 

silence in memory of the nation’s war dead. Former President Tony took 

the occasion to present tokens of appreciation to Newsletter Editor 

Charles Likas and our former treasurer, Jeff Harrison, for their past two 

years’ service as SFSAR officers. Dan presented a certificate, a NSSAR 

Orations medal and a $500 check to Amina Zaidi, winner of the Joseph 

S. Rumbaugh Orations Contest in San Francisco. Amina, a Lowell High 

School graduate planning to attend McGill University, presented her 

insightful oration titled “Speech in the Tech Age,” about the First 

Amendment’s implications for the Internet. Amina thanked the chapter 

for the award and said she thought it was especially appropriate to address 



her Bill of Rights theme on the national holiday that memorializes those 

whose sacrifices have kept us the land of the free. Also, Dan announced 

that a certificate and a $100 check were being sent to second-place winner 

MiJia Wen of Galileo High School.  

 

On Memorial Day morning, silver-helmeted Junior ROTC cadets from 

Lowell High School, George Washington High School, and Oakland 

Military Institute paraded the colors. Uniformed Sons of the Union 

Veterans of the Civil War marched with Disabled American Veterans, 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, and the American Legion. 

Stirring addresses were delivered by Col. Janet J. Tsao, Military 

Intelligence Commander of the Army’s 152nd Theater Information Ops 

Group, and Rear Adm. Thomas F. Brown III, U.S. Navy, retired 

commander of the U.S.S. America. Guests of honor included Dongman 

Han, consul general of the Republic of Korea; Bruce Fuh, director 

general of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office; Emily Murose, 

president of the San Francisco School Board; and Mayor Ed Lee. Poet 

Noah Griffin recited the Gettysburg Address. Rabbi Allen  B. Bennett 

delivered the invocation. The cannons boomed. The 191st Army Band, 

“the Band of the Wild West,” played marshal music. The bugler sounded 

Taps.             

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

After Memorial Day 2015, the SAR Redlands Chapter released photographs from the 

funeral and burial of SFSAR President-elect Cody Blackshear, who died in a car crash a 

few days after his election in November 2014.   Photos by M. Harrell    

 

 
 
NOW HE BELONGS TO THE AGES. The mortal remains of SFSAR President-elect Cody Blackshear, Sea 

Cadet, are laid to rest.    Photos by M. Harrell    

 



 

A red, white and blue floral spray was sent by the San Francisco chapter in memory of 

Cody Blackshear.   Color guard for the Blackshear funeral at Christ the Redeemer Church 

in Grand Terrace, Calif. Was led by Redlands SAR President Melvin Harrell.  Photos by 

M. Harrell    

 

 

 

S.F.S.A.R. REPRESENTED AT MAGNA CARTA 800th 

BIRTHDAY   

 

Magna Carta, sealed June 15, 1215 by King John, first guaranteed due 

process and the rule of law for English barons. Its promise of trial by jury 

and other rights of free men inspired, and was elaborated by, America’s 

Founding Fathers, the framers of the 1948 Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, and other champions of liberty since. Tony Bothwell, 

SFSAR’s president in 2011-14, was a member of the American Bar 

Association delegation to the 800th anniversary commemoration of the 

great charter on June 15, 2015 at Runnymede, England. Queen Elizabeth 

II, Prince William, and Princess Anne officiated. Stepping to the 

microphones, Prime Minister David Cameron lauded the steadfast 

U.S.A.-U.K. commitment to the principle set by Magna Carta that no-one 

is above the law. U.S. Atty. Gen. Loretta Lynch vowed to work for legal 

reforms to make justice real for all Americans. The spectacular 800th-year 



celebration under sunny skies on the green fields at Runnymede, featuring 

taped voices of Mandela and Malala and a fly-over by Britain’s Red 

Arrows, was choreographed by event organizers who stage-managed the 

2012 London Olympics.     

 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chapter, the founding chapter of Sons of the American 

Revolution 

Visit us our Facebook 

page:   https://www.facebook.com/SARSanFrancisco?fref=ts 

Visit our website:   www.sfsar.webs.com 

E-mail us:  

President Dan Ashley, Dan.Ashley@abc.com 

First Vice President Frank Helm, fhelmortho@aol.com 

Second Vice President Christopher Hays, hays-sf@comcast.net 

Treasurer Alexander Mitchell, agmitchell@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster Keith Shuerholz, keith.418@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Charles Likas, mrcharles1776@gmail.com 

Contributing Editor, Tony Bothwell Sr., apxb007@msn.com   
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